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Abstract:	Many	early	experiences	of	mathematics	involve	learning	methods	for	
solving	certain	types	of	problems,	such	as	quadratic	equations,	finding	
derivatives	in	calculus,	and	so	on.	A	conclusion	that	is	often	drawn	from	this	is	
that	every	problem	in	mathematics	can	be	resolved	by	means	of	some	
mechanical	method.	At	the	start	of	the	20th	century	this	view	was	shared	by	
many	mathematicians.	They	sought	to	remove	human	ingenuity	from	
mathematics	and	to	find	``a	universal	procedure	for	determining	the	truth	or	
falsity	of	any	mathematical	statement''.		
	
In	this	talk	I	will	address	the	question	of	whether	or	not	all	of	mathematics	can	
be	reduced	to	a	mechanical	procedure,	and	what	precisely	a	mechanical	
procedure	is	in	the	first	place.	 
 


